
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee     

 
Date:    9th September 2019 
 
Title: Cemetery Consultation Update  
 
Purposes of the Report: To update Members on the public 

consultation exercise undertaken in 
respects of cemetery capacity. 

 
Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 

Environmental Services 
 

 

Corporate Objective/s   3 Year Plan – Aim 3 
“To provide great public open spaces, 
varied opportunities for sport and leisure 
and to exceed expectations in delivering 
cemetery and allotment services”  

Implications:   

Financial √  

Human Resources   

Operational/Service 
delivery 

√  

Procedural/Legal √  

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Should Members be minded: 
 
1.1 To note the report. 

 
1.2 To note the key findings of the cemetery public consultation. 

 
1.3 To Endorse that the Town Council continues to make best use of 

remaining space at Vandyke Road Cemetery and continues to use its 
reasonable endeavours to secure an appropriate site with sufficient 
capacity either within or outside of the parish.  

 
2. BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 As Members are minded, Objective 32 as set out within the Town Council’s 5 

Year Plan (2019-24) identifies the need for additional burial land.  Despite its 
best endeavours, to date the Town Council has been unable to secure an 
appropriate site within the parish. In order to meet the 100-year capacity, a site 



 
  

of approximately 16 acres would be required.  
 
2.2 The inability to successfully do so is largely the result of the parish being 

identified as a housing growth area. This means that uses such as residential 
would yield a greater financial return when compared to that of a cemetery use.  

 
2.3 Consequently, land has either come forward for residential development or held 

in the hope of realising future residential land values. With an increasing 
population and reducing capacity, the need to address burial capacity remains. 
To this end, Howdo Research were appointed to support officers in carrying out 
a consultation exercise with the parish.   

 
2.4 The report can be found at Appendix A.  
 
3. KEY FINDINGS 
 
3.1 A total of 358 surveys were completed. Of these, there was overwhelming 

support (95%) in favour of the Town Council providing burial space for 
residents.  

 
3.2 The wish to either use available space within a grave or indeed re-use a grave 

was not largely supported and therefore will not be pursued any further at this 
time.   

 
4. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN 
 
4.1 As set out at para.3.1, the overwhelming support is for the Town Council is to 

continue providing burial space.   
 
4.2 Accordingly, should Members be minded, the recommendation is that the Town 

Council continues to make best use of the remaining space at Vandyke Road 
Cemetery and also continues to seek out appropriate burial land either within 
or outside of the parish. In doing so, it uses reasonable endeavours to secure 
said land by way of compulsory purchase if considered appropriate to do so.  

 
5. CONCLUSION  
 
5.1 The Town Council is still classed as “problematic” in burial space terms. 

Consequently, all possible avenues must be looked at again. 


